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MOTIVATION – Final Conference - Call for papers 

“The Gender Perspective of Young People’s Images of Science, Engineering and Technology (SET).”

10th -12th December 2009 – University of Wuppertal / Germany
MOTIVATION – “Promoting positive images of SET in young people under gender perspective” is a coordination action, funded by the European Commission within the 7th Framework Programme. MOTIVATION aims on exchanging information between the partner countries about individual and societal factors, which influence the image of science, engineering and technology (SET) and it’s consequences for gendered study and occupational choices.

Topics

The conference programme will be organised around three main topics representing MOTIVATION’s main areas:

1. Images of SET, Youth and Gender

During adolescence young people often struggle with their self-concept. Personal changes in combination with the trial to fulfill societal expectations of being either “feminine” or “masculine” can influence individuals’ perception of gender role “adequate” jobs. In their direct environment, in- and outside school, teenagers face different values and norms which are of great importance during this developmental phase. This topic deals with individuals’ interconnection of SET images and gender. We want to discuss, which attitudes male and female teenagers have towards SET. How does gender influence the interest in these fields? And generally, which imaginations do young girls and boys have about their future?

2. Peers, School and Media

Besides their parents, peers, school and media can be seen as main influencing instances for young people in occupational or study decision making processes. Although the awareness about the impact of these socialisation agents exists, for instance in youth relevant media meaningful and gender equal SET representations are still seldom to find. In this strand we want to discuss how the popularity and image of SET is co-shaped by each of the three instances? Are they interconnected and if so, to what extent? Which influence do they have for young people in decision making processes for or against SET? How contributes science education towards a weakening or strengthening of a positive image of SET?
3. Methodology and Evaluation of Good Practice
During the last decade the implementation of promoting initiatives for attracting young people for SET have been fostered. Their success and impact often is not directly measurable. Therefore we want to critically discuss under this topic the starting points and effects of so called inclusion measures aiming on changing the image of SET. How are measures for motivating and attracting more young people for these subjects working? Which approaches do they use and what is their concept behind? And finally, what methodological questions arise for evaluating such inclusion initiatives?

The conference aims on stimulating the exchange between representatives and researchers from non-academia and academia. Persons from practice and outside academia are strongly encouraged to participate at the conference and to propose contributions for oral and poster presentations. 
Submission of papers 
Researchers and representatives who intend to present an oral presentation connected to the mentioned topics are invited to send their proposal until 20th August 2009. The abstract (max. 500 words) should include a description of the content of the study, information about the methodology used and some bibliographical references (if applicable). Authors will be informed about the acceptance of papers until 5th September 2009. Proceedings will be published after the conference; authors of accepted papers will be invited to send a full paper until 31st October 2009. 
Submission of posters 
The conference aims on strengthening communication and exchange between projects in the area of science education as well as inclusion initiatives aiming on attracting young people for SET. Special time of the conference will be dedicated for the poster session; each poster will be introduced to the audience in a short presentation (about 5 – 10 minutes). Representatives and researchers who wish to present a poster are invited to submit a short description of the content (max. 500 words). Deadlines see below.
Venue
The conference will be held at the guesthouse of the University of Wuppertal / Germany. 

Important Dates
Deadline for sending a proposal: 20th August 2009
Notification of acceptance: 5th September 2009
Deadline for sending the full papers: 31st October 2009

Conference: 10th - 12th December 2009

Scientific coordination of the conference
Assoc. Prof. Felizitas Sagebiel, sagebiel@uni-wuppertal.de

Jennifer Dahmen, jdahmen@uni-wuppertal.de 
Conference organisation and contact for abstract submissions

Jennifer Dahmen, jdahmen@uni-wuppertal.de 

For further information about the project see: www.motivation-project.com
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